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ARRL's "The Big Project" Tops 170 Schools 


The ARRL Letter 


NEWINGTON, CT--With the addition of four new 
schools, the ARRL Education and Technology Program 
(ETP -- also known as "The Big Project") now has 171 
schools across the US onboard. The newest ETP project 
grant schools are Denison Middle School, Winter Haven, 
Florida; Hitchcock High School, Hitchcock, Texas; Jeffer- 
son School, St Louis, Missouri, and Mesa Linda Middle 
School, Apple Valley, California. ETP Coordinator Mark 
Spencer, WA8SME, notified the four schools in June. 

"I am honored to announce that your school has been 
awarded an Education and Technology Program grant to 
help you further your school's educational goals," Spencer 
said in letters to the four schools. "This grant award recog- 
nizes the importance of wireless technology in our society 
and your innovative program that uses the concepts of 
wireless technology in education." Program grants to the 
four schools will total $9000. 


Ham Radio Scout Camp Calling 
Protocol Established 


In addition to the four new schools, the ETP awarded 
NEWINGTON, CT, July 6, 2006--A group of radio amateurs progress grants to two schools that already are a part of 


active with the Boy Scouts of America (BSA) has estab- the program. They are Powell GT Magnet School, Raleigh, 
lished an HF calling plan for scouting camps. Dubbed the North Carolina and South Sevier High School, Monroe, 
"Scout Camps Calling Protocol," (SCCP), the plan aim to Utah. Progress grants to the two schools will come to 
make it easier for scouts in the US and around the world to $1000. 

contact other scouts for Radio merit badge requirements, The ARRL Executive Committee approved allocating 
Amateur Radio demonstrations, emergency preparedness, $10,000 in program and progress grants during its May 
passing traffic or to just get acquainted. The SCCP meeting. Spencer now is awaiting equipment "wish lists" 
stemmed from a challenge ham-scouter Nathaniel Frissell, from the schools to put the items out for bid. Program 
WeNAF, posed to members of the Scout Radio Yahoo dis- schools have a choice of three turnkey Amateur Radio 
cussion group to launch a summer camp net, so scouts station configurations, depending upon what the school 


hopes to accomplish. 


Denison Middle School already has a ham radio club 
(Continued on page 4) 
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THE ATLANTA HAM 


The Atlanta HAM is the official 
bulletin of The Atlanta Radio 
Club serving its members and 
the Atlanta community. Original 
articles, art, and photos are 
welcome. Copyrighted material 
cannot be printed without per- 
mission form the appropriate 
legal authority. Please include 
such disclaimers in all materials 
submitted. 


Submit articles: 


Atlanta Radio Club 
Attn: HAM EDITOR 
PO BOX 720398 
Atlanta, Georgia 30358 


Contact the editor for available 
formats to transfer material. 


DEADLINE FOR SUBMIS- 
SIONS IS THE 21ST OF EACH 
MONTH! 


The Atlanta HAM is created 
using Microsoft Publisher 


Permission is hereby granted 
for the reproduction of material 
found in the Atlanta HAM 
unless otherwise noted provid- 
ing proper credit is given to the 
author and The Atlanta Radio 
Club . 


THE ATLANTA RADIO CLUB, W4DOC 


Originally known as the "Atlanta 
Wireless Club," the Atlanta Ra- 
dio Club is one of the oldest and 
largest amateur radio clubs in 
the United States. With nearly 
200 members, the Club spon- 
sors numerous activities and 
services for its membership and 
for the Atlanta area amateur 
radio community. 


The Club is best known for its 
sponsorship of the annual At- 
lanta HamFestival, a Saturday 
event which hosts many ven- 
dors, exhibitors, and flea mar- 
keters of amateur radio equip- 
ment and other electronic equip- 
ment. Bank of America Tower 
Site of Atlanta Repeaters: 
146.82(-), 224.34(-) and 444.825(+) 


W4DOC REPEATERS 


The Atlanta Radio Club operates five repeaters at two locations. Currently 
our most active project is at the Bank of America Tower where we operate 
three repeaters at 146.82(-), 224.34 (-), and 444.825(+). On the web, go to 
http://www.saf.com/arc/repeater.pdf for a Acrobat 4.0 diagram of our system. 


Our second location is the WFOX broadcast tower at Chestnut Mountain, 
south of Gainesville, GA. We operate two repeaters on 145.35(-) & 444.45 
(+) . These repeaters are being renovated under the expert guidance of Den- 
nis, KF4MHW. For pictures of that site, see http://www.saf.com/arc/wfox.html 


The current schedule for net operations include the Sunday Night Net on 
146.820 (Linked to 145.35 on FOX) at 8PM EST and the Southeastern VHF 
Net on Wednesday evenings at 9PM. The 146.820 machine can also be di- 
aled into IRLP and SKYWARN/Peachtree City during inclement weather. 


ASSOCIATE ORGANIZATIONS 


MEETING NOTICE 


WHEN: 
Thursday July 13 , 2006 7:30PM 


WHERE: 

Red Cross 1955 Monroe Drive — 
Atlanta 

PROGRAM: 

HAMFEST WRAP-UP 2006 


TALK IN: 
146.820 (-) PL 146.2 


DINNER: Call 146.820 for the 
Latest info 


World Cup Football special event stations on 
the air till July 16 


Fußball 


Deutscher Amateur Radio 
` Club (DARC)-sponsored 
¥\.| special event stations 

‘| with distinctive prefixes 
}! have been on the air 


Weltmeistersch: 
| since the start of the 


a 
y World Cup Football 


measan W | (soccer) competition in 
Germany. A dozen 
DR2006-prefix stations 
are on the air from each 
stadium location, 25 DQ2006-prefix stations represent districts and 
DQ2006J is a “YL activities” station. Gold, silver and bronze award 
certificates are available for working a specified number of the special 
event stations and German stations through July 31. For example, to 
earn the gold award, a station must work 12 stadium stations, 24 dis- 
trict stations and 200 other German stations. The DR2006 and 
DQ2006-prefix stations also count for a DOK (German district locator) 
of WFCO6. Certificates, which require a $10 (or 10€) fee, are avail- 
able to shortwave listeners. Details are on DARC’s Fußball- 
Weltmeisterschaft in Deutschland 2006 Web site at 
www.amateurradio2006.de 


The Atlanta Radio Club, Inc. 
P.O. BOX 720398 
Atlanta, Georgia, 30358 


Jack Bolton WA4PNY 
President 
jackbolton@aol.com 


Jim Farmer, N4IBW 
Vice President 
770-657-6321 

j@jimf.us 


Charles Golsen, W4CHG 
Treasurer 
404-688-6278 
cgolsen03@comcast.ne 


| Rene Campbell, KF4ZYN 
Secretary 

404 483-8170 
rcampbell@mindspring.com 


John Talipsky Jr, NSACK 
Activities Manager & 
Hamfest Chairman 
770-995-6446 
johnka4vqh@aol.com 


Andy Keels, KD4ABB 
Repeater Manager 
770-394-9052 
andyk@hvbi.com 


Penn McClatchey, K4PE 
Membership 
770-942-1207 - ext 425 

K4PE@saf.com 


John Talipsky Sr, KI4Y 
Newsletter 
678-985-1316 
john@talipsky.com 
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ARRL's "The Big Project" Tops 170 Schools 


(Continued from page 1) 

call sign, KI4NAY. The Florida school is hoping that the 
175 students initially participating not only will become 
Amateur Radio licensees but get involved in emergency 
communication activities. 

On the academic side, the school wants to use the 
ETP to help the middle schoolers to focus on math and 
science and set career goals. Instructor Melvin Carr, 
KI4NBF, will oversee the program's implementation. The 
school has already established a relationship with the 
Lakeland and Lake Wales Amateur Radio clubs. 

Hitchcock High School plans to set up an Amateur 
Radio station at the school to serve as a hands-on tool to 
better acquaint students not only with computers but 
wireless communication concepts, better preparing them 
for jobs after graduation. The club station also will "serve 
as a cross-curriculum tool to allow students to utilize and 
improve their math, science and reading skills." 

Hitchcock also sees Amateur Radio as a valuable 


communication tool in times of emergencies and disas- Tailor-made for DX' ing, the new TS-480HX HF transceiver 
ters. In addition, it plans to encourage school participation | raises the bar on portable performance. Despite its com- 
in the Amateur Radio on the International Space Station pact dimensions, it delivers an astonishing punch: 200W 
program, the School Club Roundup contest, foxhunting, with a DC 13.8V supply. Yet its separate control panel is 
DXing and other activities. Teacher Richard Kotrla, an perfect for base station use. Sharing virtually all the same 
ETP Teachers Institute alumnus, will oversee the pro- powerful features is the 100W TS -480SAT, except that it 
gram. He's working on obtaining his amateur license. boasts a built-in antenna tuner. Whichever model you 

At Jefferson School, teacher James Ligman, choose, you can be sure of enjoying the best of both worlds 
WASPEG, is looking to integrate Amateur Radio and - first-rate communications at home and on the trail. This 
wireless technology into the communications arts and product can be used with the SMHz frequency band for the 
science curricula. Ligman, who plans to include Morse US market. 
code instruction as part of the school's program, believes 
the Amateur Radio program will help boost students' self ? All the top brands of ama- 
esteem. Getting on the air "will allow all students, staff teur radio equipment avail- 
and visitors to experience the world-encompassing power 7 » able! 
of communication," he said in his school's application. 4 - We'll see you in June at 


Mesa Linda Middle School has partnered with the Vic- F 
tor Valley Amateur Radio Club (K6QWR). The school is é the Hamfest! 
hoping its Amateur Radio program will promote interest in < | 800-444-7927 770-263-0700 
communication and related technology, as well as en- 24 HOUR FAX 770-263-9548 
gage youngsters in public service and improve their abili- atlanta@hamradio.com 
ties to learn by listening. 

The school will implement its Amateur Radio course 6071 Buford Hwy, 
as an after-school program "dedicated to enriching stu- 
dents' overall knowledge of the world around them." Ini- 


tially, Mesa Linda Middle School anticipates that up to 40 EchoLink capability, learn to build their own VHF and UHF 


youngsters will take part in the program. antennas and possibly establish a repeater. It's working to 
form the Sevier County Amateur Radio Club and revive 
Progress Grants interest in Amateur Radio throughout the wider community. 
T.s, For more information, visit the ARRL Education and 
Powell GT Magnet Elementary School, now in its sec- Technology Program Web page or contact ETP Coordina- 
ond year as a "Big Project" school, is looking to add a tor Mark Spencer, WA8SME. 


pair of VHF/UHF satellite antennas with an az-el rotator 
to its station. 
South Sevier High School wants to develop IRLP and 
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METRO TESTING SESSIONS 


Call ahead to verify session and be prepared with the appro- 
priate forms and required papers. A small fee may be 
charged. Check with the VEC 


Athens, GA 

1st Monday of each EVEN-numbered month at 
7:00 pm 2095 W. Broad Street. 

Contact: EDWIN FUQUA, N4VA 

(706) 354-1727 E: edwin.fuqua@charter.net 


Cartersville, GA 

1st Tuesday of each month at the Cartersville 
Kroger. Contact: JODI POWELL, AG4BK 
(770) 387-1591 


Gainesville, GA 

1st Sunday of EVEN-numbered months 
Johnson High School, 3305 Poplar Springs Rd 
Contact: ALFRED WESTBROOK, KT4VP 
(770) 965-4901 Email: kt4vp@arrl.net 


Lilburn, GA 

Gwinnett Amateur Radio Society 

4th Friday of Every Month at 7:00 pm 

St. John Neumann Church 801 Tom Smith Rd 
Contact: Howie Gould, W9HG (770)921 -8362 
Headphones provided for CW tests. 


Milledgeville, GA ARRL / VEC 

2nd Saturday of each month at 10:00 am 

at the Mary Vinson Memorial Library, 151 S. 
Jefferson Stacross from the Georgia Military 
Academy.Contact: OTIS MURPHY W40Y 
(478) 452-6394 Email: W40Y@arrl.net 


Peachtree City, GA 

1st Thursday of EVEN-numbered months at 
7:00 pm, and the 2nd Saturday of ODD- 
numbered months at 10:00 am at the Peachtree 
City Library, downstairs meeting room. Contact: 
JAN DUBROCA, KN4JD (770) 502-0760 


Snellville, GA 

2nd Tuesday of every month at 7:00 pm 

at Walton EMC, 3645 Lenora Church Road. 
Contact: WAYNE TAYLOR, WD3CCA 
(770) 498-7759 


Stone Mountain, GA ARRL/ VEC 

Alford Memorial Radio Club 

2nd Saturday of ODD-numbered months at 8:30 
am Stone Mountain United Methodist Church, 
5312 W. Mountain St. 

Contact: BOB VARONE, W4ETN 

(770) 978 3179 Email:ovarone@juno.com 


Atlanta, GA 

4th Sunday of each month, 2:30pm Georgia Tech 

Visit http://cyberbuzz.gatech.edu/w4aq|/test.html for more 
information and to sign up for a mailing list. 

No pre-registration is required. 

Email: w4aql-ve@cyberbuz.gatech.edu (emails preferred over 
phone calls)Phone: 404-894-2936 


UPCOMING CONTESTS AND OP ACTIVITIES 


Jul 12-Jul 16, 180022200Z, Austin, TX. Naturist Amateur Radio 
Club, NU5DE. Nude Awareness Celebration/Nude Recreation Week. 
21.365 14.265 7.265. Certificate. Naturist Amateur Radio Club, PO 
Box 200812, Austin, TX 78720-0812. www.nu5de.org. 


Jul 15, 1600218002, Colorado Springs, CO. Pikes Peak Radio 
Amateur Association (PPRAA), AFOS. 200" anniversary of Zebulon 
Pike's Expedition. 14.265. QSL. PPRAA, PO Box 16521, Colorado 
Springs, CO 80935. www.ppraa.org. 


Jul 16-Jul 17, 160021600Z, Muskegon, MI. Michigan DX Associa- 
tion And A.R.G.Y.L., N8S. USS Silversides Submarine Special Event 
N8S. 146.445 14.243 7.243 3.543. QSL. Michigan DX Association, 
1235 Morgan NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49504. http://mdxat1.org/ 
silversidesspecial.html. 


UPCOMING HAMFEST CALENDAR 


August 12 

Ellijay Amateur Radio Society 
http://www.qsl.net/w4hhh/ 

Talk-In: 146.985 -600 (PL 77) 

Lions Club 1729 South Main Street (Old GA Hwy 5 S) 


The Signman of 


Aug 19-20 
Baton Rouge 


Alabama Section Conv 
Huntsville Hamfest Assc 
http://www.hamfest.org 
Talk-In: 146.940 ORDER THE 
w4DOC 
Sept 16 BADGE! 
Paulding Amateur RC 
www.pauldingarc.com 
Talk-In: 146.895 (PL 77) 
Dallas, GA 
Paulding Meadows Park 


Highway 61 North 


Go online or 
call for pricing 


J 


Baton Rouge, LA 70808 USA 
(225) 757-1545 Phone 225) 766-9387 Fax 
Toll-Free 888-HAM-TAG1 (888-426-8241) 
Http://thesignman.com 


79Castle Kirk Drive 


Ham Radio Scout Camp Calling Protocol Established 


(Continued from page 1) 
could talk to one another. 


"Scout camp radio stations are often frustrated when they 
have limited times to get on the air and can't find anyone 
to talk with," said Frissell, who oversees the technology 
program and Amateur Radio activities at Forestburg Scout 
Reservation (W2FSR) in New York. His program includes 
weekly Technician license classes and examination ses- 
sions. In 2005, Frissell served on the K2BSA staff at the 
National Boy Scout Jamboree at Fort A.P. Hill, Virginia. 

Frank Krizan, KR1ZAN, president of the K2BSA Ama- 
teur Radio Association, led a few weeks of online discus- 
sion, and Scout Radio members came up with the SCCP. 
"The intent is to encourage camps and folks at home to 
get on the air at prescribed times and provide radio con- 
tacts for scouts at camp," Krizan said, adding that for 
many scouts it could be their first ham radio contact. 

Given the multitude of scout camps and time zones, 
SCCP proponents acknowledge that the likelihood of one 
scout camp contacting another spe- cific camp would 
be slim. The concept depends on ham-scouters and other 
interested radio amateurs not at camp to support scouts 
who are by providing contacts for them. 


Here's how it works: 


Use traditional scout calling frequencies +10 kHz, 
avoiding any nets or QSOs in progress. 

Scout camps and interested ham-scouters not at camp 
are encouraged to get on the air at 1300, 1900, and 2100 
local time. 

The SCCP uses two bands: At 1300 and 1900, use 20 
and 40 meters. At 2100 use 40 and 80/75 meters. 

The recognized call will be "CQ scout camps.” Transmit 
on the higher-frequency band starting at 5 minutes before 
the hour and on the lower-frequency band on the hour until 
5 minutes past. 

Scout camps, scouts and scouters are encouraged to 
monitor according to the plan from 1700 to 2000 UTC and 
from 2300 to 0400 UTC to support Scout camps with traffic 
or for talking with other scouts. 

Some notes: On 40 meters, 7.270 MHz might be unusable 
during evening hours because of broadcast station inter- 
ference. Tune around to find an opening. On 20 meters, 
avoid 14.300 MHz, which is in regular use by the Maritime 
Mobile Service Net and the Intercontinental Traffic Net. 
Although 14.070 MHz is listed as the scout CW calling fre- 
quency, a better choice is 14.065 MHz, to avoid PSK31 
activity in the vicinity of 14.070 MHz. 


The SCCP and APRS 


Bob Bruninga, WB4APR, developer of Automatic Posi- 
tion Reporting System (APRS) and an avid ham-scouter, 
adds these suggestions for scout camps and ham- 
scouters equipped with APRS: 

If your camp has APRS, send a message to "SCOUTS" 
at the beginning and end of all operating periods. An 
APRS message to SCOUTS will be retransmitted every- 
where that SCOUTS has been added to the automatic 
"pass-to-RF" at the local IGate. 

Contact the local I|Gate serving your camp area and ask 
the SYSOP to include "SCOUTS" in its automatic "pass-to- 
RF" list. This way, you can receive, in real time, any other 
SCOUTS messages alerting you of other stations on the 
air. 

Make sure your station is using the APRS symbol for 
scouts. That way, any other station in the world can check 
the APRS FindU Web page and see live which other 
SCOUT stations are on the air. 

Acknowledgements: Information on the Scout Camp 
Calling Protocol first appeared in the OCARG EAGLE, an 
e-zine dedicated to RadioScouting published by the 
Otschodela Amateur Radio Group (OCARG) and edited by 
Fred Stevens, K2FRD. ARRL thanks Daniel Fisher, 
Al4GK, a ham-Scouter and ARRL public information officer 
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2006 NORTH ATLANTIC HURRICANE 


SEASON OFFICIALLY UNDER WAY 


Scientists within the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) predict an 80-percent chance of an 
above -normal 2006 north Atlantic hurricane/tropical storm 
season, which runs from June 1 through November 30. A 
repeat performance of the devastating 2005 season is 
unlikely, however. Weather experts at NOAA's Climate 
Prediction Center, National Hurricane Center and Climate 
Prediction Center produced this year's outlook <http:// 
www.cpc.noaa.gov/products/outlooks/hurricane.shtml>. 
"For the 2006 north Atlantic hurricane season NOAA is 
predicting 13 to 16 named storms, with eight to 10 becom- 
ing hurricanes, of which four to six could become 'major' 
hurricanes of Category 3 strength or higher," says NOAA 
Administrator Conrad Lautenbacher. The Hurricane Watch 
Net (HWN) <http:/Avww.hwn.org/> activates on 14.325 
MHz when major tropical storms threaten the US. It works 
in concert with WX4NHC <http://www.wx4nhc.org/> at the 
National Hurricane Center to relay real-time ground-level 
weather data to forecasters. On average, the north Atlantic 
hurricane season produces 11 named storms, with six be- 
coming hurricanes, including two major hurricanes. In 
2005, the Atlantic hurricane season experienced a record 
28 storms, including 15 hurricanes. Seven were "major," 
and a record four hurricanes hit the US. While NOAA is not 
forecasting a rerun of last year's season, the potential for 
hurricanes to strike the US is "high," Lautenbacher said. 


The first named storm of the 2006 season will be "Alberto." 
The name "Katrina" has been removed from the list of 
storm names. 


W4EHW Ù 


Amateur Radio Station 
at the 
National Hurricane Center 


www.wx4nhc.org 
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Robert C. Garcia 
“Bob” - KD4JRT 
“The Scopeman” 

Tektronix Scope Repairs 


845 Fairfield Dr. 770-977-5701 
Marietta, Ga 30068 Esaronel@bellsouth.net 


Join us for Lunch Bunch every Friday! 


Location: Frankies 
(Ps 5600 Roswell Rd NE Atlanta, GA 30342-1150 


i oe by (404) 843-9444 
VAY In The Prado 


1130AM—1230PM 


